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T H E I M P O R T A N C E

O F A R T I N H O S P I T A L S

Art has been wide ly ut i l i sed in hospi ta ls in recent

t imes . Research studies over the last few decades

have c lear ly shown that ar t i s very benef ic ia l to a

sense of overa l l wel lbe ing, he lp ing to create ca lm

and welcoming envi ronments .

A R T C A N E N R I C H

A R C H I T E C T U R E B Y :

– Prov id ing a meaningfu l wayf ind ing landmark.

– Creat ing an impress ive and insp i r ing v isua l anchor .

– Enl iven ing the pat ient journey and enhanc ing the

v isua l ident i ty .

– Complet ing a space which had fe l t unf in ished or

t ransforming i t into someth ing perce ived or

interacted with ent i re ly d i f fe rent ly .



“It was a super n ice des ign
col laborat ion that got us to

th is point . We fee l the
ar twork rea l ly integrates wel l
and complements the space,
which was the common goal

a l l a long.”

A R T I S T S

C O L L A B O R A T I N G

W I T H A R C H I T E C T S

Cons ider ing art at the des ign stages of a new

hospi ta l a l lows arch i tects and art i s ts to co l laborate

on the s ize , locat ion and even the concept of an

artwork . Th is c reates a t ighter integrat ion between

art and the arch i tectura l language of the hospi ta l .

Laura Carrara Cagni | D i rector | Edward Wi l l iams Arch i tects



B I M I N T E G R A T I O N

New hospi ta ls are des igned us ing sophis t i cated 3D

model l ing sof tware and we now use the same

technology. We are able to import sect ions of your

BIM models into our 3D sof tware . Th is seamless

integrat ion al lows us to ta i lor -make our ar twork

for your space, cons ider ing i ts appearance f rom

every angle . We can then create rea l i s t i c renders

to show to c l ients and stakeholders .

For the suspended sunf lower scu lpture shown on

these pages , our BIM integrat ion al lowed us to

cons ider the fo l lowing:

– The opt imum locat ion and hanging height to

ensure v is ib i l i ty f rom the outs ide , en l iven ing the

f rontage and guid ing v is i tors into the hospi ta l .

– Where to s i te the accompanying plaque and wal l

text , bear ing in mind th is wi l l be a busy hospi ta l

ent rance with a mult i tude of s ignage, in format ion

boards , etc .

– How the scu lpture wi l l impact the other l ight ing

in the space and whether some l ights need to be

removed.



T R A N S F O R M I N G

A N E M P T Y C A N V A S S

This semi-c i rcu lar interna l at r ium is the hub of

severa l main ar ter ia l cor r idors , yet the four storey

h igh space was just an unused junct ion. We

dec ided to ut i l i se th is b lank canvas for an organ

donat ion recogni t ion artwork . Compr is ing of over

120 bi rds that inhabi t the loca l estuary , a l l cut out

of meta l in a var ie ty of aged f in ishes . The atr ium

is now a foca l po int in the hospi ta l , a meet ing

place where v is i tors can s i t in comfort . At other

t imes th is welcoming space t ransforms for

meet ings and events .

M E DW A Y M A R I T I M E H O S P I T A L



U T I L I S I N G

U N C O N S I D E R E D

S P A C E S

Often a hospi ta l may wish for a large

dis t inguish ing artwork to br ing attent ion to an

aspect of care but don’ t have a s izeable entrance

atr ium in which to disp lay i t . We can help f ind that

p lace , a space probably never cons idered before .

Th is ar twork is c reated for a large sta i rwel l and is

fu l ly exper ienced by v iewing through 360 degrees

and on many leve ls . Th is theme was chosen to

ref lect Bangor ’s coasta l locat ion.

Y S B Y T Y GW Y N E D D H O S P I T A L , B A N G O R



C R E A T I N G A L A N DM A R K

A landmark artwork might be def ined as ar t and scu lpture that i s memorable

enough to be cons idered a v isua l landmark, he lp ing to c lear ly ident i fy a space or

key locat ion. These two ident ica l scu lptures were commiss ioned as organ donat ion

memor ia ls . They are s i ted in d i f fe rent hospi ta ls wi th in the same trust , one in an

enc losed garden and the other in the hospi ta l grounds . Whi ls t be ing poignant and

upl i f t ing memor ia ls they are a lso recognisable landmarks , c reat ing new meaning

for the spaces they are s i tuated in .
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T R A N S F O R M I N G

O U T D O O R

A R E A S

Courtyard gardens in hospi ta ls are f requent ly

underut i l i sed or forgotten. P laces that were

once intended for quiet contemplat ion or

ca lming dis t ract ion of ten become overgrown or

are s imply inaccess ib le to the publ ic .

Th is scu lpture was commiss ioned to breathe

new l i fe into one such space. Scu lptures l ike

th is can create a foca l po int and encourage

staf f , pat ients and vis i tors to make better use

of outdoor areas .

Shown in brass with a verdgr is pat ina , th is

scu lpture incorporates Mart le ts - a myth ica l

b i rd with no feet , a lways f ly ing and never

landing. As an organ donat ion recogni t ion

scu lpture , th is i s a compel l ing a l legory for

cont inuous ef for t , a meaningfu l symbol for

new l i fe and surv iva l . The sp i ra l l ing shape

mimics f l ight and infers regenerat ion.



F O R M I N G A V I S U A L I D E N T I T Y

Unique, insp i r ing ar tworks can create last ing impress ions on v is i tors and can be

integra l in the i r percept ion of a locat ion. They can act as v isua l anchors , ass is t

wayf ind ing and help form the ident i ty of a department or even a whole bui ld ing.

Th is revo lv ing DNA sculpture and wal l ar twork became the foca l po int of the Research

& Innovat ion team at Medway Hospi ta l . I t s pos i t ive recept ion even made the artwork

a good choice for the i r branding and promot ion which they have used on banners and

leaf le ts , soc ia l media p lat forms, promot ional v ideos and newspaper ar t i c les .
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E N L I V E N I N G T H E

P A T I E N T J O U R N E Y

The main entrance marks the star t of the pat ient

journey and sets the tone of the i r fo l lowing

exper ience . Th is l i fe -s ize t ree is one of the f i r s t

th ings people see when enter ing the new

contemporary at r ium in th is hospi ta l . I t s s ize and

sty le grabs at tent ion, en l ivens the space and

impacts v is i tors in i t ia l percept ion of the hospi ta l .

Complete ly cut out of meta l wi th d i f fe rent copper

f in ishes , the t ree is f ixed di rect ly to the wal l

whi l s t the f ly ing bi rds stand of f to g ive the

scu lpture added depth.

B R A D F O R D R O Y A L I N F I R M A R Y



P R OM O T I N G

I M P O R T A N T C A U S E S

Our ar tworks are of ten des igned to promote v i ta l

causes such as medica l research and organ

donat ion. The gnar led branches of th is ‘T ree of

L i fe ’ organ donor memor ia l ar twork depic t an

apple t ree burst ing with spr ingt ime blossoms. We

des igned th is scu lptura l wal l ar twork so that over

the years , ind iv idual names of organ and t issue

donors can be added to each blossom. There are

over 200 blossoms in tota l . The artwork is c reated

in pr inted alumin ium, the shapes cut out and f i t ted

to the wal l add depth and lust re .

M I L T O N K E Y N E S H O S P I T A L



H A R M O N I S I N G

W I T H N A T U R E

Creat ing artworks to be s i ted with in nature requi res a

cons idered approach and a sof t touch. When done

wel l , a r t and nature can harmonise together ,

benef i t t ing both the garden and the artwork . Th is

scu lpture uses g leaming copper with an aged pat ina

and features butter f l ies gather ing into a heart shape.

The f rag i le , lacy wing character i s t i cs a l low the

garden to be v iewed around and through the

scu lpture . Sunl ight bounc ing of f i t s sur faces g ives an

incandescent qual i ty , sh immer ing with ref lected

colours of nearby plant l i fe .

S A L I S B U R Y D I S T R I C T H O S P I T A L



C R E A T I N G

W E L C OM I N G

E N V I R O NM E N T S

Enter ing a hospi ta l can fee l daunt ing in i ts sca le

and medica l atmosphere for both pat ients and

vis i tors . So i t ’ s important to present a welcoming

envi ronment and art can help in th is process by

humanis ing the space. Th is ar twork greets v is i tors

at the hospi ta ls ent rance with paste l co lours and

calming themes of ‘Sa i l s and Seabi rds ’ to he lp

v is i tors fee l welcomed and reassured.

U N I V E R S I T Y H O S P I T A L S O U T H AM P T O N



F U L L Y I N T E G R A T I N G

A R T & A R C H I T E C T U R E

This concept for a medica l research centre is

based on organic ‘Tur ing Patterns ’ . The 3D visua ls

show how arch i tecture , tact i le wal l scu lpture ,

wal l ar tworks , feature l ight ing and s ignage can

be used in conjunct ion to create a cohes ive space

with a st rong sense of ident i ty . Colours and

themes can crossover between di f fe rent aspects

to create a wel l -ba lanced and uni f ied area.



U T I L I S I N G O V E R H E A D A R E A S

Inc lud ing art in overhead atr ium spaces can be a great way to add colour and l i fe

without af fect ing the f low of the bui ld ing. The glass at r ium at Wrexham Hospi ta l

f loods the area with natura l l ight . 25 br i l l iant ly co loured and patterned glass

butter f l ies ut i l i se th is to the maximum by ref ract ing and ref lect ing l ight and

encouraging v is i tors to look upwards and apprec iate the space.
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H OW W E C A N C O L L A B O R A T E

We can col laborate at any stage of your process . Wel l cons idered art can

elevate your in i t ia l p i tches , or complement a l ready deve loped or bui l t

spaces . When work ing towards a common goal , the synthes is of ar t and

arch i tecture can help to create unique, insp i rat ional env i ronments .

C R E A T I V I T Y W I T H M E A N I N G

Creat iv i ty i s a lways foremost in our work ing pract ice , making sure the

end resu l t has meaning and visua l impact . We wi l l research the loca l

env i ronment and the communit ies around and about . We always a im to

create ar tworks that are uniquely re levant to the loca l i ty .

O U T C OM E S

We create ar tworks and scu lpture for interna l and externa l locat ions .

Our wal l and suspended artworks can also feature l ight ing and inc lude

thought fu l exp lanatory text when re levant . We work with a wide range

of mater ia ls and f in ishes hav ing an eye for deta i l and profess ional

commitment at a l l t imes .

H OW W E C A N C O L L A B O R A T E

We can col laborate at any stage of your process . Wel l cons idered art can

elevate your in i t ia l p i tches , or complement a l ready deve loped or bui l t

spaces . When work ing towards a common goal , the synthes is of ar t and

arch i tecture can help to create unique, insp i rat ional env i ronments .

C R E A T I V I T Y W I T H M E A N I N G

Creat iv i ty i s a lways foremost in our work ing pract ice , making sure the

end resu l t has meaning and visua l impact . We wi l l research the loca l

env i ronment and the communit ies around and about . We always a im to

create ar tworks that are uniquely re levant to the loca l i ty .

O U T C OM E S

We create ar tworks and scu lpture for interna l and externa l locat ions .

Our wal l and suspended artworks can also feature l ight ing and inc lude

thought fu l exp lanatory text when re levant . We work with a wide range

of mater ia ls and f in ishes hav ing an eye for deta i l and profess ional

commitment at a l l t imes .

C O N T A C T U S

Contact us i f you would l ike to f ind out more about our work and how

we can work with you to create a unique artwork or scu lpture , however

large or smal l .

phone: +44 (0)113 284 2777

emai l : har ry@hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

www.hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

H O S P I T A L A R T S T U D I O

Award winning art i s ts and des igners creat ing unique, permanent and

re levant large sca le ar t and integrated des ign for heal thcare

env i ronments and in the wider publ ic rea lm.



H O S P I T A L A R T S T U D I O

1 Far Row – Leeds – West Yorksh i re – LS21 1ES

0113 284 2777

harry@hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

www.hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk


