
B Y H O S P I T A L A R T S T U D I O

A R T W O R K S
O R G A N D O N A T I O N



Organ donat ion and transp lantat ion is one of the greatest success stor ies

of modern medic ine , sav ing and transforming thousands of l ives . S ince

2021 al l adul ts in England, Wales & Scot land are now cons idered to have

agreed to be an organ donor when they die unless they have dec ided to

‘opt out ’ .

But s t i l l , every year , hundreds of opportuni t ies for t ransp lants are missed.

I t doesn’ t matter i f organ and t issue donat ion in your hospi ta l i s a

common occurrence or only two or three donors a year i t ’ s essent ia l that

everyone understand the importance of donat ion so that there are no

missed opportuni t ies .

Th is i s why a recognisable donat ion memor ia l i s so usefu l to get across

the message to every department in your hospi ta l as wel l as your loca l

community .

T H E I M P O R T A N C E O F O R G A N

D O N A T I O N A R T W O R K S

“Just as there is a war memor ia l in every
park , every hospi ta l should have a donat ion
memor ia l . I t ’ s a smal l way to say to donors
- you are not forgotten, and thank you.”

Dale Gard iner | Nat ional C l in ica l Lead for Organ Donat ion



A T R E E O F

Y O R K S H I R E B I R D S

The Tree of L i fe has been used for mi l lennia as a

symbol of immorta l i ty and regenerat ion. In th is

t ree , wi th an aged copper f in ish , b i rds gather

amongst i t s branches as i f c landest ine f ru i ts

br ing ing new l i fe and replac ing leaves a l ready

fa l len .

B i rds f ly ing around the exter ior of the t ree appear

in a br ighter verd igr i s copper f in ish . Symbol ica l ly

th is ar twork represents donor rec ip ients spreading

the i r wings to enjoy renewed heal th and the i r new

found freedom.

B R A D F O R D R O Y A L I N F I R M A R Y



When a memor ia l i s re fer red to , what may immediate ly come to mind is

someth ing sombre as found in a graveyard or a war memor ia l . But a

donat ion artwork can be att ract ive yet prominent , featur ing e lements

f rom nature in order to symbol i se regenerat ion and thereby creat ing an

upl i f t ing and insp i r ing artwork that a lso acts as a memor ia l for donor

fami l ies .

These ar tworks wi l l a lways be a permanent feature for your hospi ta l ,

c reated as an outdoor scu lpture , a suspended ce i l ing scu lpture or a wal l

ar twork , and can be as big as the four-s torey h igh wal l ar twork in Bi rds of

Medway or as smal l as your budget and space al low such as Apple

Blossom in Mi l ton Keynes .

WH A T T Y P E O F D O N A T I O N

M EM O R I A L ?

“From in i t ia l concept des ign to f ina l
insta l la t ion we were ext remely impressed
with the profess ional i sm of Hospi ta l Ar t
Studio… The artwork st imulates d iscuss ion
about organ donat ion and hopefu l ly th is wi l l
cont inue to increase the number of v is i tors
who jo in the organ donor reg is ter .”

Dr Paul Hayden | C l in ica l Lead for Organ Donat ion Medway Mar i t ime Hospi ta l



A P P L E B L O S S O M

The gnar led branches of th is ‘T ree of L i fe ’ organ

donor memor ia l ar twork depic t an apple t ree

burst ing with spr ingt ime blossoms. We des igned

th is scu lptura l wal l ar twork so that over the years ,

ind iv idual names of organ and t issue donors can

be added to each blossom.

There are over 200 blossoms in tota l . The artwork

is c reated in pr inted alumin ium, the shapes cut out

and f i t ted to the wal l add depth and lust re .

M I L T O N K E Y N E S H O S P I T A L



B I R D S O F M E DW A Y

This semi-c i rcu lar interna l at r ium is the hub of

severa l main ar ter ia l cor r idors , yet the four storey

h igh space was just an unused junct ion. We

dec ided to ut i l i se th is b lank canvas for an organ

donat ion recogni t ion artwork . Compr is ing of over

120 bi rds that inhabi t the loca l estuary , a l l cut out

of meta l in a var ie ty of aged f in ishes . The atr ium

is now a foca l po int in the hospi ta l , a meet ing

place where v is i tors can s i t in comfort . At other

t imes th is welcoming space t ransforms for

meet ings and events .

M E DW A Y M A R I T I M E H O S P I T A L



Hospi ta ls can often be scary or int imidat ing for pat ients ; ar t i s a per fect

way to create a ca lmer and more welcoming envi ronment . A st r ik ing donor

ar twork has even more s ign i f i cance and actua l ly encourages people to

engage. A descr ipt ive p laque or some poet ic word ing can help

contextua l i se and impart meaning. Once v is i tors are engaged, ar tworks

can keep organ and t issue donat ion at the foref ront of people ’s minds and

later d iscuss donat ion with the i r fami l ies .

H OW C A N A R T P R OM O T E O R G A N

A N D T I S S U E D O N A T I O N ?

Taking onboard loca l landmarks and the genera l landscape is important in

the beginning of the des ign process , thereby bui ld ing st rong re lat ionsh ips

with loca l communit ies , serv ice users and staf f . As a donor ar twork

deve lops i t ’ s important to ensure that the f in ished piece disp lays a st rong

sense of ident i ty that i s he lpfu l in encouraging pos i t ive engagement .

The hospi ta ls geographica l locat ion could inst igate ideas and imagery

that inst i l p r ide and fond memor ies for the loca l community . An Hourg lass

of Butter f l ies ut i l i ses butter f l ies that are ind igenous to a nearby nature

reserve , sycamore seeds that are a lso known as ‘ l i t t le he l i copters ’

represent a town assoc iated with the manufacture of he l i copters in

Yeovi l ’ s Verd igr i s Sycamore Seed scu lpture .

H OW T O E N G A G E T H E L O C A L

C OMM U N I T Y ?



A N H O U R G L A S S O F B U T T E R F L I E S

Pat ients wai t ing to rece ive the ‘g i f t of l i fe ’ through organ donat ion of ten fear that

t ime is running out . For th is scu lpture we have rep laced the gra ins of sand with a

pos i t ive image of butter f l ies f ly ing f ree f rom the top of an hourg lass . A symbol ic

message of regenerat ion, f reedom and a ce lebrat ion of l i fe .
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V E R D I G R I S

S Y C A M O R E S E E D

Sycamore seeds are of ten known as hel icopters

for the way they sp i ra l to the ground creat ing

new l i fe . Th is scu lpture depic ts a

s ing le seed as i f jus t fa l len to earth , i t s t racery of

ve ins conta in ing upl i f t ing words regard ing organ

donat ion.

Y E O V I L D I S T R I C T H O S P I T A L



S H O A L I N G F I S H

Often a hospi ta l may wish for a large dis t inguish ing

artwork but don’ t have a s izeable entrance atr ium

in which to disp lay i t . We can help f ind that p lace ,

a space probably never cons idered before . Th is

ar twork is c reated for a large sta i rwel l and is fu l ly

exper ienced by v iewing through 360 degrees and on

many leve ls .

The suspended scu lpture is an i r idescent vor tex of

s tee l and glass . Sty l i sed waves , sea bi rds and the

v i ta l i ty of shoal ing f i sh act as an upl i f t ing metaphor

– the wonder of nature and the gi f t of l i fe .

Y S B Y T Y GW Y N E D D H O S P I T A L , B A N G O R



G A R D E N O F

R E M E M R A N C E

Creat ing artworks to be s i ted with in nature requi res a

cons idered approach and a sof t touch. When done

wel l , a r t and nature can harmonise together ,

benef i t t ing both the garden and the artwork . Th is

scu lpture uses g leaming copper with an aged pat ina

and features butter f l ies gather ing into a heart shape.

The f rag i le , lacy wing character i s t i cs a l low the

garden to be v iewed around and through the

scu lpture . Sunl ight bounc ing of f i t s sur faces g ives an

incandescent qual i ty , sh immer ing with ref lected

colours of nearby plant l i fe .

S A L I S B U R Y D I S T R I C T H O S P I T A L



E T E R N A L M A R T L E T S

Courtyard gardens in hospi ta ls are f requent ly

underut i l i sed or forgotten. P laces that were

once intended for quiet contemplat ion or

ca lming dis t ract ion of ten become overgrown or

are s imply inaccess ib le to the publ ic .

Th is scu lpture was commiss ioned to breathe

new l i fe into one such space. Scu lptures l ike

th is can create a foca l po int and encourage

staf f , pat ients and vis i tors to make better use

of outdoor areas .

Shown in brass with a verdgr is pat ina , th is

scu lpture incorporates Mart le ts - a myth ica l

b i rd with no feet , a lways f ly ing and never

landing. As an organ donat ion recogni t ion

scu lpture , th is i s a compel l ing a l legory for

cont inuous ef for t , a meaningfu l symbol for

new l i fe and surv iva l . The sp i ra l l ing shape

mimics f l ight and infers regenerat ion.



S A I L S A N D S E A B I R D S

Southampton is famous for the biggest water -based

boat show in Europe and many var iet ies of seabi rds

congregate around th is area of estuar ies and mud-f lats .

Tak ing these key e lements as insp i rat ion we have

depic ted gul l s soar ing around an abst ract

representat ion of wind blown sai l ing sh ips ,

represent ing the f reedom given by the gi f t of l i fe .

U N I V E R S I T Y H O S P I T A L S O U T H AM P T O N



A T R I U M O F B U T T E R F L I E S

Br ight l ight cast ing through th is g lass at r ium entrance roof i l luminates a dramat ic

suspended centrep iece in pol i shed stee l support ing more than 25 br i l l iant ly

co loured and patterned glass butter f l ies . A long the wal l s are t ra i l ing words about

organ donat ion interspersed with f lowing l ines of f lut ter ing butter f l ies .
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A H E A R T O F

B U T T E R F L I E S

Butter f l ies ind igenous to the reg ion around the hospi ta l

congregate towards a heart shape to infer l i fe and

rebi r th . Through the i r ongoing l i fe cyc les butter f l ies

capture the idea of metamorphos is or regenerat ion

l ink ing per fect ly as a thought provoking v isua l

metaphor for organ donat ion.

R O Y A L B E R K S H I R E H O S P I T A L , R E A D I N G



D A N D E L I O N S E E D H E A D S

Seed heads , such as those produced by the dandel ion, are a st rong

metaphor for surv iva l as b i l l ions of seeds can be spread with just the

fa intest of breezes a l lowing regenerat ion. On th is ar twork the outer

c i rc le of seed heads are int r i cate ly laser cut f rom sta in less stee l , the

largest ones f ixed of f the wal l wi th stand of f f ix ings to seem l ike they are

dynamica l ly f loat ing towards the v iewer , l ight g l int ing of f the stee l

adding v ibrancy .
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A K A L E I D O S C O P E O F

B U T T E R F L I E S

A suspended spi ra l of but ter f l ies created f rom meta l

to g ive st rength yet convey ing a f rag i le , lacy and

almost seemingly t ransparent beauty . The coloured

patterns impart a sh immer ing i r idescent ef fect ,

beaut i fu l ly p icked out with the inc lus ion of l ight ing

in the scu lpture , to resemble the f lash of a

butter f l ies ’ wing in i ts f lut ter ing f l ight .

S A L I S B U R Y D I S T R I C T H O S P I T A L



F U N D I N G

Cons ider and agree with your Organ Donat ion Commit tee how best to

use the funding avai lab le to you. Th is funding might cons is t of the donor

recogni t ion funding avai lab le to NHSBT but some commit tees may also

have access to char i tab le or other funding.

O T H E R W A Y S T O

P R OM O T E O R G A N

D O N A T I O N

Take a leading part in the promot ion of organ and

t issue donat ion both in your hospi ta l and with in

your loca l community . Your Organ Donat ion

Commit tee is expected to car ry out some form of

promot ion act iv i ty dur ing the annual Organ

Donat ion Week held in September . At these t imes

there is a fantast ic opportuni ty to ut i l i se your

donat ion artwork , i f you have one, as a branding

and foca l po int .

I f you have a donor recogni t ion artwork use i t as a

beacon, a p lace to meet and greet in your hospi ta l ,

ra is ing awareness of the importance of donat ion.

Hospi ta ls who al ready have a donat ion artwork

have made the most of i t by inc lud ing the artwork

in a l l promot ion such as on banners and leaf le ts ,

soc ia l media p lat forms, promot ional v ideos on

YouTube, press re leases and newspaper ar t i c les .

Your hospi ta l ’ s communicat ion team can help you

with th is .



F E E D B A C K F O R O U R A R T W O R K S

“This ar twork provokes thought about organ donat ion but is a lso a s ign

of be ing reborn. The enormity of the piece rea l ly he lps to get the

message across . Organ donat ion has t ransformed my l i fe beyond

recogni t ion. I t ’ s the greatest g i f t that you can give . And i f you’ve never

ta lked about i t , p lease do, as you could be someone’s hero as my donor

is to me. I t ’ s an incred ib le g i f t .”

Richard Burbedge | Double lung transp lant pat ient | Roya l Berksh i re Hospi ta l

“This i s both br i l l iant and poignant at the same t ime. Thank you for

creat ing th is fantast ic memor ia l . I t rea l ly i s a love ly way of thanking our

organ and t issue donors over the years .”

Razdy Igasan | Spec ia l i s t Nurse for Organ Donat ion | Bradford Royal In f i rmary

“We are so pleased to have th is beaut i fu l ar twork in p lace to recognise

the gi f t of l i fe g iven by organ and t issue donors and the i r fami l ies . . . I

par t i cu lar ly l ike how the ‘Sa i l s and Seabi rds ’ represents not only the end

of l i fe journey of those who donate but a lso the new voyages that they

of fer the t ransp lant rec ip ients .”

Rachel C lare | Spec ia l i s t Nurse for Organ Donat ion | Univers i ty Hospi ta l Southampton



T H E W A Y W E W O R K

To understand what wi l l work best in your unique locat ion we wi l l l i s ten,

look, then l i s ten some more to bui ld a st rong col laborat ive work ing

partnersh ip with a l l concerned. We are used to work ing both as part of a

wider arch i tectura l team or prov id ing a complete serv ice f rom in i t ia l

consul tat ion through to managed insta l la t ion.

C R E A T I V I T Y W I T H M E A N I N G

Creat iv i ty i s a lways foremost in our work ing pract ice , making sure the

end resu l t has meaning and visua l impact . We wi l l research the loca l

env i ronment and the communit ies around and about . We always a im to

create ar tworks that are uniquely re levant to the loca l i ty .

O U T C OM E S

We create ar tworks and scu lpture for interna l and externa l locat ions .

Our wal l and suspended artworks can also feature l ight ing and inc lude

thought fu l exp lanatory text when re levant . We work with a wide range

of mater ia ls and f in ishes hav ing an eye for deta i l and profess ional

commitment at a l l t imes .

C O N T A C T U S

Contact us i f you would l ike to f ind out more about our work and how

we can work with you to create a unique artwork or scu lpture , however

large or smal l .

phone: +44 (0)113 284 2777

emai l : har ry@hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

www.hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

H O S P I T A L A R T S T U D I O

Award winning art i s ts and des igners creat ing unique, permanent and

re levant large sca le ar t and integrated des ign for heal thcare

env i ronments and in the wider publ ic rea lm.



H O S P I T A L A R T S T U D I O

1 Far Row – Leeds – West Yorksh i re – LS21 1ES

0113 284 2777

harry@hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk

www.hospi ta lar ts tud io .co .uk


